whether he could defend them all in reality.    Th< world cannot be shaped to suit a logical system.
His appointment to the Home Secretaryship i] 1892 came almost as a surprise. Yet, next to Lor< Morley, he was undoubtedly Mr. Gladstone's favourit disciple and narrowly resembled his past chief i] his powers of fence*
, After this the Liberal Party was in Oppositio; till 1906. They were troublous times. No on was quite certain on whom the mantle of Elija] had descended, except the people who were sur^ tha it had fallen on them. In these circumstances, a: Opposition knows that its duty is to oppose—it own leaders. The veil of the temple had been ren in twain only to reveal two separate tabernacle* One belonged to the pro-Boer section of Sir Henr Campbell-Bannerman and the other to Lord Ros< bery. The Liberal Imperialists thus beoame«a definit group distinguished in their Party by their intellec rather than by their numbers.             *
It  has always  appeared to me a little  stran^ that Mr. Asquith should have been one of the plane-in this  tiny, if brilliant, solar system.    One wou] not have expected the Radical element in his mei tality to have been so completely submerged*    Bi in some ways the chance was fortunate for Liberalis: in 1906 and for England in 1914.    It was the Radic extremists who won. the election  of 1906,  but tl spoils of office did not, upon a close analysis, go • the victors.    Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman can to an accommodation with the Vice-Presidents of t] Liberal League by which the Exchequer, the Forei^ Office, and the War Office passed into the hands men whom Radical enemies dubbed as Whigs.
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